High resolution MRI in the detection of an intrathymic parathyroid adenoma.
The most common cause of primary hyperparathyroidism is parathyroid adenoma. Of these, up to 20% have been reported to be in ectopic locations. Multiple imaging techniques have been utilized in the detection of ectopic adenoma and are discussed. We report on a case of an intrathymic parathyroid adenoma that was detected through the novel use of a breast coil in performing a high resolution MRI. The accurate localization permitted minimally invasive surgery, obviating morbidity associated with a sternotomy.